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NATIONAL YOUTH CCNFERENCE 


The second annual national youth conference of the United Church, 
Which was held at Aoyama Gakuin University May 2, 3, was eminently 
successful, exceeding in every way the one held last year. In spite 
of rain, 1670 youth from all sections of the country and representins 
500 churches and various occupational and cultural groups, including 
more than 100 from mining, textile, factories and salaried workers, 
Mmaunered under the slogan "We are disciples of Christ", to discuss 
echristian-evangelism. The enthusiasm and devotion manifested ausurs 
ell for 1956 as "Youth Emphasis Year in the Protestant Centennial 
rogram. Speaking at the opening session, Professor Masatoshi 
Meerural said in substance, "In the present era science has progros3.: 
mand given birth to the atomic age. The people of the world depen. 
meolely on power. The ‘wordly principle' is prevalent, Athoism is 
Mrampant. Life has lost its meaning. And man lacks to moras. princi- 
mepies tO utilize.,the power of science, In this age let Christians 
Bpush forward with courage... We are not ashamed or the Gospol.” 

Meee cevive Of the spirit of the rally was its response to a fica 
Beran offering of ¥100,000 to finance a Christian Youth Csravan to 
Okinawa, this summer. ¥90,000 was contributed. 


8S CONVENTION 


fr, The National Sunday School Convention, held at Hiroshima oa 

ny 3-5, was attended by 728 delegetes from al], parts of tha country, 
i Yale Divinity Library 

Mew Haven, Cont. 
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, Outstanding speakers were Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, Miss Gertrud 

' Kuecklick, and Isoji Sekiya of ar Japan Broadcasting Corporation, 
_An offering of ¥80,000 (approx, $230.00) was received. On June 10, 
the Sunday Schools of the United Church will launch a three million 
yen fund-raising campaign for the World Sunday School Convention. 
The 1957 Convention will be held in Sendai. Local conventions are 
scheduled for Hokkaido, Hokuriku, Shikoku and Kyushu this fall. 


Interest in Japan's participation in the world SS movement was 
2an Haster offering of yen 46,550 which the students of the Toyo Eiwa 
Girls School contributed toward the expense of Japanse delegates. 


2 APRIL JAPAN HARVEST 


The April issue of Japan Harvest 
cal Missionary Association of Japan (EMAJ), is just off the press in 
a greatly enlarged form (44 pages). Articles of special interest to 
those not affiliated with the association are a statement regarding 
the "The Fellowship of EMAJ," "The Mukyo-Kai, Non-Chirch Movement" 
by Reiji Oyama, a professor at Tokyo Teolce, cat College, a 
"1956 survey of Protestantism," and "Billy Graham's Message to the 
Japanese." The survey of Protestantism is probably the most complete 
to date because of the large number of small missions reported. 

‘There are 120 organizations, missionary and Japanese, not affiliated 
With the National Christian Council, and 95 independent churches 
which report a total church membership Of 96000." The total Pro~ 
Lestant membership is given as 314,401. A symposium on the subject, 
"Is a Pastor-Missionary Fellowship needed?" will also be of interest. 


HURCH WORLD SERVICE 
: A national conference of Japan Church World Service representa- 
otives met at Kutsukake Hot Springs on May 30-June 2 to oe revorts 
meand discuss relief measures in connection with Japan's er-recurring 
pfires and other natural calamities. Local committees hie or ganiued 
mi each of the forty-six prefectures where a supply of food, clothing 
and medicine is held available for the relief of under-privileged 
feroups and for emergency use. The means of closer cooperation with 
elocal relief agencies were carefully outlined and problems related 
0 beggars etc. considered. The Reverend Hallam Shorrock and the 
Keverend Yoriichi Manabe depart from Haneda for a world conference 
fin Geneva on May 24. mr. Manabe will return to Japan in June 20, 
while Mir. Shorrock arrives back on July 4, after conferring with 
mone New York office. They will carry with theme letter of appre- 
Mmciation to Ciurch World Service and the World Council of Churches 
mi0r aid given Japan, One hundred and seven persons attended the 
@ conference, 


PRELIES GIFT FROM CANADA 


: A special gift of $2,50C has been received from the United 
Church of Canada for the relic? of children in the mining regions 


, of ficial organ of the Evangeli- 
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of northern Kyushu. Because more than seventy thousand men have 
been un-employed in this area the condition of the children is 
especially pathetic. Japan Church World Service is assisting with 
Bevetat rellet work, The gift came as the result of an appeal by 
the Reverend Theodor Jaeckel, missionary in Kyushu. 


PROTESTANT HISTORY IN PREPARA LON 


| Mr. Michio Takaya, librarian of Meiji Gakuin University and 
-well-known authority on Protestant Church history, is visiting the 
United States this summer for approximately three months to collect 
material for a history of protestant Christianity during the past 
Scenuury. His trip is sponsored by the Asia Foundation. Most of 

(Mr, Takaya's timé will be spent an New York and at Harvard University 
Wnere over three hundred letters of Dr. J. C. Hepburn and material 
relating to Dr. William 5S. Clark and Mr. Kanzo Uchimura, founder of 
the non-church movement, will be microfilmed. 
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RELIGIOUS JURIDICAL PURSONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The Ministry of Education recently announced the appointment 

‘of two Christians to the Religious Juridicz1 Persons Advisory 

» Council. Protestantism is to be represented by Dr. Zenta Watanabe, 
f well-known authority on the Old Teatament and pro fessor at Aoyama 

Gakuin University and honorary minister of the Ginga Church. 

Des toshio Kobayashi, professor at Sophia University, is to re~ 
Fpresent Catholic Christianity. This council advises the Minister 
of Education on the matters related to incorporated religious 
organizations. 


ek NCG BRANCH ORGANIZED 


A pre.ectural branch of the National Christian; Council was 
sorepanized in Nara early this month. There are now forty branches 
mnroughout the country. Mr. Kiyoshi Hirai, General Secretary of the 
Council, secretary Yoshimichi sbizewa, of the Literature Commission, 
Mathew Ogawa of AVACO and Masatake Fujita or the Church School De- 
partment were present. 


IRTSTIA! HOMES 

Increasingly the develcoment of Christian nonmes is being 
regarded as one of the most importaut Focal!) peants.i net he> spread of 
pChristianity in Japan. Throughout she past.century t-ns of Lhousands 
Fof youny; people have ecn dDacti zed,  joiwed. Vue» church. and, then 
feradually have drifted away as they have vaced the pr vloms of living 
fa Christian life in a Lenape ae ian sociesy. in an attempt to meet 
fthis situation the New Life hovement Committee of the National 
Mhristian Council is sponsoring a young couples oreani sation which 
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y will concentrate on the problems of making a Christian home. Four 
-fundred churches in the Tokyo area have een canvassed and the first 
‘conference will be held on May 27 at the Ginza Church. Dr. Hidenobu 
- Kuwada, President of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary and the 
-Reverend Shinji Iwamura, pastor of the Omori Megumi Church, will be 
the speakers. 


) ANTI-PROSTITUTION BILL 


e The much-disputed anti-prostitution bill finally has been 

Es passed by the House of Representatives, Secretary xi Sasaki of the 

»=, NCC New Life Commission, who has been working for the passage of the 
be bill, states that "even if the bill becomes law it can be made to 
Rappear foolish if it does not apply to street walkers or if rehabili-~ 
station provisions are inadequate." "Prostitution will not cease when 
the. law become effective," he continued, "but it will serve to 

> eliminate the evil business and change the attitude of the public." 
bea. It may be worthwhile to note that the problem of abolition is not as 
recent as some suppose. About 1789 the Regent, Sadanobu Matsudaira, 
BB iscoscribed the establishment of new brothels --- and prohibited 


\ mixed bathing in the bath~houses of the city (Tokyo)," 


- TOYA MARU DISASTERS 


The Christian Press reports an interesting detail in connection 
with the Toya Maru disaster in which Mr. Dean Leeper and the Rev. 
pAlfred KR. Stone lost their lives. A few days after the disaster a 
young man, who called himself Kanji Ishizuka, called on the principal 
£ the Iai Girls School in Hakodate with a letter of thanks from two 
omen who said that Mr. Leeper had saved their lives, However, 
ees of leaving the letter, Mr. Ishizuka said that he would trans- 
slate it into English and disappeared. Unfortunately, since then 
snothing has been heard from him or the two women. Mrr. Leeper, 

BE ogorce, is anxious to learn any details on her husband's death and 
hopes that the young man and two women can be located, 


= EMPRESS HONOREED ON MOTHERS DAY 


The Christian Federation of Childhood Education held a Mothers 
“Day Conference at Toyo Eiwa Girls School in Tokyo on May 13. Note- 
eworthy among the events of the conference was presentation of a 
«bouquet of carnations to the Empress and discussion of a plan for 
fhomes for those who have devoted years of service tc child education. 
fThe bouquet was contributed by the kindergarten and nursery school 
een. More than 3,000 matrons and ministers are serving in the 
eseven hundred institutions affiliated in the Federation. Many of 
Ethem are past retirement age. But because of inadequate, or even 
mo, pensions and the lack of any homes for those without families, 
they must of necessity continue to work. At the 1/55 conference 


7 
1 
\ 
. 
j 1 
\ 
’ 
eS Ba 
= 
‘ 
-% 
AT 
' Pe 
— 
’ 
» 
‘ 
L. 
i 
} 
, 3 ‘ 9 a 
‘ F : A! . « ot V9 eg 
ee Te) er 
" ; 2 4 ; Liv ts 
"i 4- Saad 
! a / re ts ids 
“s | mutta 2a es ne bbort 
1 wa 4 ON ied ial 
Lis 
, nS) . 1’ 
4 A 
he Pe 
ot p rs) 


Plow 81 - May 15, 1956 Be te 


plans were laid to establish homes and eleven sub-committees were 
rganized throughout the nation to raise funds. Members <f the 
Federation each contribute ¥120 ($0.33) annually. Bub this as 
otally inadequate to attain the objective and funds are urgently 
eneeded from other sources. Already one hundred and thirty persons 
pchave expressed a desire to enter such homes when completed, 
pAccording to Miss Hatsue Sato, chairmau of the Kanto Committee, no 
-n-sitution is contemplated, On the contrary, the committee 
able to construct small homes in various parts of the 
a few, even two or three, individuals, 


Jral.- EVANGELISM 
A conference on rural evangelism in Kyushu was held at the 
einan Gakuin onieate Home (Yama no Ie) May 15-17. under the 
uspices of the Rural Evangelism Committee of the National Christian 
ecouncil. Agricultural problems were discussed by Professor Shuji 
‘Sawada of Kyushu University; local community proble ms by Mr. Senichiro 
Ota of the Ministry of Agriculture and eg AES FE and social-economic 
punderstanding by Professor Toshi Kimata of the Rural Seminary. 


' PRISON CHAPLAINS MEET 


A National Conference of Prison Chaplains is to meet in Tokyo, 
May 17- 12, Concurrently Christian chaplains affiliated with the 
“United Church will also meet at the Ginza Christian Center on the 
pMorning of May 17. In prewar years r2ligious work in prisons was 
ppractically a monopoly of Buddhist priests but since World War II 
Pother religions also have been permitted to minister to the spiritual 
gneeds of prisoners. Among the 1,349 chaplains throughout the 

anaticn there are ee Christian ministers and priests, cf which 

mi03 are aifiliated with the United Church. 


In connection with the amesty, at the time when the Peace 
freaty became aaa e, these chaplains in cooperation wit 
fwapen Bibie Society distributed 10,000 Bible portions. §% 
quently, aleven Be asand have -been distrubuted, many at thx 
srequest of the prisoners, through the aid of National Chri 
Wouncil and the Home Bible League. As a result there have been 

a number of conversions and even among those under death sentence 
mnere have been baptisms within prison walls. Ore question 
confronting the chaplains: is that of baptism while serving a 
Sentence. In order to avoid those who mi ehe oe sempted to use 
Saas as a means of securing an early parole it hag been proposed 
ii be delayed until afver disch marge and & church home 
tadli 


‘i prewar years. there were a few excoptivuns to the 
a4 monucpoly of prison work by Bucdhists. . few Christian 
marries, nvcably Miss Carvline MacDonald, were constantly 
perang to the prisoners, i 
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IN BRIEF 


The 44th General Meeting of the Christian Education Associ- 
ation will be held at St. Paul's University May 29-30. 


Two ecumenical scholarship have been awarded. ‘The Reverend 
‘Noboru Shimomura, graduate of Kansai Gakuin, Theological Seminar, 
Minister of the Sakurai church in Osaka will go tc the College 
“of the Bible, Lexington, Kentucky, USA, ond the Kovererne Shoaosul 
Zenno, Minister of the Sasebo Church wiil go to Tubinsen Unive roi Sy 
in Germany. These scholarships are provided Ly NCCC~TSA and 
World Council of Churches respectively. 


Mrs tokusaburo Ono, President of the Christ ..in Pros 

on May 1, 1956. He was president of Avyama Geaki..i Universi 

during the war, a member of the executive conmmitvce ox ve Sr ited 

Church, a member Otebhe Social Committee of the CC, an elder in 

the Fujimicho Church, and President of the Tokyo Laynen's Associ~ 
ation. 
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